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R.W. EMERSON AND DEMOCRACY
by

Sonboku OrRuUDA

Imabari Meitokn Junior College

(1) HIS RELIGION

In June, 1832, at the age of twenty-nine, Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)
resigned from his pastorate in the Second Unitarian Church of Boston, the famous
one built by Cotton Mather (1663-1723), a well-known priest and writer. He
could not conduct the Communion serivce with his full heart and administer the
Lord’s Supper according to the Unitarian ritual. In October, 1832, his resigna-
tion was at last accepted by the score of 30: 25.

He was in search of 2 more certain conviction of God than that granted by the
historical evidences. He could not believe in miracles which he thought Jesus
Christ speaks “in a way of transcending others a little.” He wanted his own revela-
tion, a direct immediate experience of God through his intercourse with Nature
face to face. He desired to ascertain the presence of spirit within himself which,
he hoped, would sirengthen his own conduct of life. He decided to achieve his
own spiritual independence. (his journals of 1831} So he thought it would not be
wise for him to belong to any religious party. Since his resignation he had had an
carnest desire to be free from a narrow sectarianism. The fore-fathers of Unitari-
anism believed that the only way of becoming free was to separate themselves entirely
from both forms and rituals, and to establish a group of believers completely
independent of all high authorities. Just like them, he had to rely on God working
through the Holy Spirit, and interpret the words of God.

At his famous sermon on Unitarian Chirstianity in 1819, (delivered at the ordina-
tion of Jared Sparks in Baltimore), W. E. Channing (1780-1840), the father of
American Unitarianism, defined the new movement, whose aim was to diffuse the
knowledge and promote the interests of pure Christianity. Still more efforts were
made by Emerson and his transcendental group to refine Unitarianism by bringing
this pure Christianity into greater conformity with the “substance common to and
vet transcending all world religions.”

About this time Cardinal John Henry Newman (1801-1890) was preaching
at the St. Mary’s pulpit in Oxford University every Sunday. He seemed about to
transform and renew the Church of England. ‘The OCardinal, however, went his
own way different from that of Emerson, that is, to the faith of the orthodox Catholi-
cism, Newman stood for authority; he was against anarchic individualism in
belief and conduct.

As he explained in his essay The Lord’s Supper, Emerson declared that the Lord’s
Supper was not based on a voluntary faith, but was imposed by authority and

traditions, and that this rite was not ‘“‘intended to be perpetual’’ by Christ. As
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he fully explained in his farewell address to the church (1832), he could not permit
himself to remain in the office of Christian ministry owing to his objection.

Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531) considered that the church at his time had to be re-
formed by a restoration of its original order. He also denied the real presence
of Christ in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper and rejected the doctrine of
transubstantiation: the conversion of the whole substance of the bread and wine in
the body and blood of Christ.

However ardent he might be, any reformer was often likely to be refused and
despised by people who didn’t like, or didn’t give sympathy to, the revolution.
They adhered to the actual system which protected their right of property. They
didn’t dream that an idea might at any moment revolutionize the world. Therefore
the revolutionist was often forced to live a miserable and solitary life.

Emerson was also not an exception to this. After his retirement, he was prehaps
at a loss what to do. Belonging to any religious party or church was not suitable
to the urbane rebel of Christianity. Moreover, he had been ill and despondent
since the death of his wife and the illness of his brother Edward. He was even ad-
vised to go abroad, which he did.  Still now we feel we can hear him crying to him-
self and encouraging his mind:

Your isolation must be elevation,

Stay at home in your heaven.

I must be myself.

How secret are thou who dwellest in the highest heavens in silence!
He also declared: “I cannot sell my liberty and power”, and he consoled himself
saying: “All persons have their moments of reason, and when they look out into
the region of adsolute truth, then they will justify me, and do the same thing.”
When he learned to be convinced of self-trust and of the high will in nature, he
exclaimed: “No matter how often defeated, you are born to victory,” and he
comforted himself saying: “The reward of a thing, well done, is to have done it.”
And he admeonished us not to retreat in the presence of all oppositions and not to
capitulate to badges and names, to large societies and dead institutions.

He, however, reflected in his mind the actual state of things: “There are objec-
tions and criticism to every course of life and action, Do not craze yourself with
thinking, but go about your business anywhere.” He encouraged himself with
these words: “Never mind the ridicule, never mind the defeat, up again old heart!
there is victory yet for all justice.” For all this loss or scorn, he could find consola-
tion in excercising the highest functions of human nature. I have quoted some of
his exclamations. His agony, however, was very bitter at the attack by his enemies.
However severe their objections might be, his belief in selftrust, and in the soul
in himself, brought him to the utterance of his own mind and his firm belief in
victory.

Accept your genius, and what you think.

Make a hearty and frank expression of what force and mcaning are in you.
Face the facts, and see them nearly, and these mountainous inequalities
vanish.
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These sentences show that he grew up to have confiednce in hmiself. What are the
grounds of his self-confidence? They are sometimes self-trust and genius, sometimes
the soul in himself and faith in God. Just like an inspired man he believed in the
guidance by God, and cried out: “Only by obedience to your genius, only by the
freest activity in the way constitutional to you, does an angel seem to arise before
you, and lead you by the hand out of the ward of the prison.”

Obey thyself. By doing your own work, you unfold yourself, With the
exercise of self-trust, new power will appear.

If people with this new power would act for themselves, “tossing the laws, books,
idolatories, and customs, out of the window,” Emerson said he would thank them
and revere them; and the splendour of their names would be written up in all
history.  From these words, we can feel some sense of revolution. He may well
be said to have heen a kind of champion for a spiritual revolution.

Generally speaking, his writings are often so difficult to understand that we
have sometimes to read them again and again in order to catch his real meaning.
He often made leaps in arguments, and his incoherent words cause the reader to be
ataloss. Some of them are mere ejaculations, some, impromptus, and others aphor-
sms.

Self-trust is the essence of heroism,

Speak to his heart, and the man becomes suddenly virtuous.
Obey thy heart, and thou shalt reproduce the Kingdom of God.
Our spontaneous action is always the best.

His self-confidence grew so strong that he became conceited of his gractness.

I was born into the great, the universal mind, — receptives of the great
soul.

More and more the surges of everlasting nature enter into me, and I become
public and human in my regards and action. So come I to live in thought
and action with energies which are immortal.

With his self-trust and the soul embodied in himself, he could walk on with his
own gait.

In a democratic state like America, everybody is permitted to speak his own
mind freely. This, however, has some restrictions. He must be an educated man.
Everybody cannot be an Emerson. Any bad man is not always permitted to speak
or to do what he thinks best, or wants to do, because his sayings and doings sometimes
do much harm to society. Indeed the State should give all of the people enough
education to be good and cultivated citizens. We can’t trust the mob, because
they are often destructive and aimless.

Then came some reflections on the part of the self-conceited man. Emerson
considered about his over-stressed words of self-trust.

No facts are to be sacred; none are profane; I simply experiment; an
endless seeker with no past at my back.
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Everyman has at intervals the grace to scorn his performances, in accom-
panying them with his belief of what he should do, that he puts himself
on the side of his enemies, listening gladly to what they say of him and
accusing himself of the same things.

Emerson tells us of the polarity, both sides of things. Good and bad are only names
of the thing, Reforms also have both sides of good and bad.

The virtues of society are vices of the saint. The terror of reform is the
discovery that we must cast away our vices into the same pit that has
consumed our grosser vices.

When we are satisfied, we become conservatives, but we are radicals
whenever intellect and conscience arouse new powers out of the recesses of
the spirit and urge us to new and unattempted performances.

The net amount of man does not much vary.

When he walked into the wood, and saw “Hoods of life” streaming around him,
he remembered ancient folks having beheld God and nature face to face, and enjoy-
ed an original relation to the universe.

Here is the sanctity which shames our religions, and reality which dis-
credits our heroes. We come to our own, and make friends with matter.

He found there in the wood, not a religion based on authority, but a religion by
revelation which he had wanted to grasp since his retirement. This philospohy
of intuition became the ground on which his afterward activities were conducted.
He had cherished a hope of renovating the church and the world with his new revala-
tion and insight. He announced that you should not “grope among the dry bones
of the past,” but demand your own works and laws and worship.

The flowers, the animals, the mountains reflect the wisdom of his best hour.
The sounds of the wind blowing through the wood, the murmur of the streams,
and the songs of birds: — these were the music and pictures of the most ancient
religion, he thought. In the woods he felt perpetual youth, returned to reason and
faith, saw “all mean egotism vanished”, and realized the currents of the universal
Being circulating through him.

Give me health and a day, and I will make the pomp of emperors ridiculous.
I know that the whole truth is here in the wood for me.

"The full consciousness of the presence of a higher, spiritual element urged him to
say: “I am parcel or part of God,” and “Take the place and attitude which you
see your unquestional right, and all men acquiesce.” He was so pleased with his
newly won serenity that he was “contented with simple rural life with God.”
Armed with the philosophy of intuition and self-trust, he marched to deliver
a severe attack against the churches and priests and preachings of his time. IHow-
ever earnestly the preacher preached his sermons, “the laws fashioned the citizen,”’
He said: “Look at Nature. She goes on her own gait, and puts the wisest in the
wrong. She makes very light of Gospels and prophets, as one who has a great
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many more to produce.”
The {aith that stands on authority is not faith.

It was not only Emerson who opposed authority, but also Calvin, Luther, Milton,
and many other reformers did so. Such a religion based on authority, he believed,
“declines and the soul withdraws.” If we were deprived of originality, truth,
and character, we would be “easily disposed to resist the same authority of speech.”
He believed that the time was coming when all people would see that the gift of
God to the soul was, not an excluding sanctity, but a sweet, natural goodness.

In the aisles of false churches, a just and heroic soul casts away the old
rubbishes before the law of its own mind.

Emerson thought all the forms and rites they stuck to were only in vain, because
“faith made us, and not we it, and faith made its own forms.” Although Emerson
declared thus, he forgot that it was people that made forms and rites.  “True faith
should have its power to charm and command the soul” was his beleif. And only
by obeying the law of laws of nature, he thought, we could find pleasure and honor
in God. Emerson announced that the highest revelation was that God is in every
man, and to make people acquainted at first hand with the Deity was the duty
of a universal and free religion.

The next violent attack by Emerson was against the church. He insisted on the
reform of the church and the redemption of the soul. Objections to authority and
to historical rites were his main points. He thought historical Christianity fell into
an error, and injured the power of preaching. What the preacher preached was,
not the doctrine of the soul, but an exaggeration of the personal and the rituals.

The priest’s Sabbath has lost the splendour of nature; it was unlovely; we
were glad it was done.

If the worshippers should be molested with the formalities in the church, they
would find themselves defrauded and disconsolate. When the religious service
was ministered, the preaching, Emerson feared, might “give rise to quite other
thoughts and emotion.”

He was much opposed to the rite of the Lord’s Supper. As I had already quoted
his objections to it, he rejected the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine.
it is only mentioned in Matthew’s and John’s Gospels. So Emerson was led to
the conclusion that Jesus did not intend to establish it for perpetual observance
when he ate the Pass-over with his disciples. He cried out that its “hollow, dry
and creaking formality was too plain.”

We must accept the tenet of the elders from the deep bottom of our heart
and from the genuine impulse of virtue.

In his essay New FEngland Reformers, he told that: “The church, or religious
party, is falling from the church nominal, and is appearing in societies of dissent,
that are calling in question the authority of the Sabhbath, of the priesthood, and of
the church.” The church seemed to him to be “tottering to the fall almost all
life extinct.” Indeed he deplored the “universal decay and now almost death of
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faith in society.” There was no time when people were more needful of new revela-
tion than today, he thought. Now was the very time to grasp new revelation with
the mind. We must cast away the formalities and reconstruct the church in ac-
cordance with the soul in God. He couldn’t believe in the conversion by miracles.
To do so was, Emerson thought, a profanation of the soul. We must endeavour
to introduce in the preaching the moral doectrines, the law of laws, whose ‘“‘revela-
tions introduce greatness — yea God himself, into the open soul.” A true conver-
sion should be made, he believed, not by miracles, but by the ‘“reception of beauti-
ful sentiment.”

Conformity was what the church demanded of the worshippers, but the church
itself’ did not see the realities, and adhered to names and customs, Even Luther,
Calvin, Milton, and many other reformers ignored bocks and traditions. He
reached the belief: “Whoso would be a man must be a nonconformist.”

A conformist is pledged to himself to look only one side, the permitted
side, not as a man, but as a parish minister.

Even though the world “whipped the nonconformists with its displeasure,” yet was
the discontent of the multitude more formidable, he thought. He even proclaimed
that the conformists’ brute force was a blindman’s buff, (whose meaning I can’t
understand clearly.)

Emerson says that Jesus Christ’s mission was to let people know the presence of
God and the coming of the perfect Reign of God soon to the earth for the last
Judgment. Christ believed that God incarnated himself in man. Alone in all
history the son of Man estimated the greatness of man. Therefore he was the only
soul in history who had appreciated the worth of man. Emerson’s lamentation
was that the Lord’s holy name, once the centre of admiration and love, got now
“petrified into official titles, which killed all generous sympathy all liking.”” Only
by his holy thought, Jesus Christ serves us, he thought.

Let him lie as they befell, alive and warm, part of human life and of the
landscape of the cheerful day.

Emerson couldn’t believe that Jesus Crist was incarnated into God. He was the
Lord, son of Man. We must not, he thought, “degrade his life and dialogues out
of the circle of his charm by insulation and peculiarities.”

Now he directed his spearhead of charge into the preaching in the church where
he had once preached his sermons. He delivered his violent attack against the
vulgar tone of “religious teachers”, their profanations of Christ, and the injury to

faith.

We are now so far from the road to truth, that religious teachers dispute and
hate each other. The injustice of the vulgar tone of preaching is not less
flagrant to Jesus than to the soul which it profanes.

The preachers do not see that they make their gospels not glad, and shear
Christ of the locks of beauty and the attributes of heaven.

The world seems to them to exist for Christ, and they have not yet drunk so
deeply of his sense as to see that only by coming again to themselves, or to




God in themselves, can they grow ever more.
The injury to faith throttles the preacher, and the goodliest of institutions
becomes uncertain and inarticulate voices.

Emerson believed that the office of ministry was the “first in the world” and preach-
ing should be the “expression of the moral sentiment in application to the duties
of life.” He announced: ““The man on whom the soul descends, through whom
the soul speaks, alone can teach.”

Was not prayer also a “study of truth? — a sally of the soul into the unfound
infinite?’  Even in the commonplaces of prayer and sermons, though foolishly
spoken, there might be some secret expressions which “broke out in a moment of
piety from some stricken or jubilant soul.”” What prophet made it sensible to
the listeners that “man is an infinite soul”? Who preached at the pulpit those
sermons which, by virtue of the melody of the soul, “imparadised his heart, and so
affirmed its own original heaven”? Where could be heard the august law of moral
being by which their fore-fathers, Puritans, had found in Christ the “longings for
their austere piety and civil freedom™?  What pastor could preach the soul of God
in man, and “convert life into truth”? He did not tell to the audience the story
of his life which he passed through the “fire of thought.”” These are his last recom-
mendations for the ministry:

God is, not was; he speaks, not spoke.  Go alone; refuse the good models;
be not the imitators, but the inventors.

He should hold to the true Christianity: a faith like Christ’s in the infinitude of
man, and in the dignity of spiritual being. The preacher should cast away con-
formity, traditions, and supernatural revelation.

Fashion, custom, authority, pleasure, and money are nothing to you. As a
“new born bard of the High Ghost™, the religious teacher ought to sing the holiness
of God, “act rectitude, give bold benevolence and kindness” to others, just like
Christ loved the poor, strangers, and even enemies. He should effect the conversion,
not with miracles, but with the beauty of the soul. That would be the recal redemp-
tion of the soul, he believed firmly.

(2) HIS DEMOCRACY

Patrick Henry (1736-89) made a revolutionary speech in the Virginia Assembly
on April 19, 1775:  “In vain, after these things, may we indulge the fond hope of
peace and reconciliation, There is no longer any room for peace, if we wish to
be free; we must fight. An appeal to arms and the God of Hosts is all that is left
to us. T know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty,
or give me death.” Thomas Jefferson cried out in the proclamation of war:
“Britons boast of their privileges and civilization and yet proffer no milder con-
dition than servitude or death.”” T. Paine tells in his Crisis:  ““T'yranny, like heil,
is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the hardest the
conflict, the more glorious the triumph.” George Washington also wrote to J. A.
Washington his brother {Dec. 18, 1779}, saying: “You cannot form no idea of the
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perplexity of my situation.” How difficult was the victory of the American re-
volution? We can hardly guess it. However hard the War of Independence was,
the American democracy was at last achieved.

About the days of Emerson democracy had gradually taken root in the American
people.  Although there were a lot of problems to solve such as the abolition of
slavery, corrupt parties, the American democracy went prevailing. Emerson’s
concept of democracy was on the whole moderate. Every American (except
Negroes) had equal rights, which were guaranteed in the American Constitution
and the Declaration of Independence. Emerson says in his Polities that the insti-
tutions were not aboriginal and were also alternable, because they bad once been
an idea or act of a single man. That we were not to be “held to our faith by com-
pulsory authorities,”” Emerson believed, was the essence of the democratic faith
in the dignity of the human spirit. He thought democratic society would be
strong when it united all the strength common to its individuals.

People now acquired democratic manners; they foam at the mouth and
they hate or deny each other.

Democratic institutions seemed to him not better, but only fitter to the people.
They prized the freedom of the individual. He was unsparing of his praise:

The religious sentiment of today accords better with the democratic form.
In fact the people were very vain of the democratic institutions which were
singular in this, that they sprung from the character and condition of the

people.

The nation still tried to maintain the political system faithfully and ostentatiously,”
preferring it to any other in history.”

About those days the idea of self-government was one of the popular tendencies
of the worid. Its aim was to leave the individual to the “‘rewards and penalties
of his own constitution.”” People should be cultivated to promote the advantages
of the democratic govenment. FEinerson tells us: its chief objects are the education
and culture of the individual, cultivating character and freedom, and carrying
out reforms. The State exists only to educate the wise men, he believed, and with
the appearance of the wise man the State would expire. This idea seems similar
to the prophecy of Karl Marx that in communistic society a state will disappear
when there comes out a classless society,

In democratic society we ought to pay respect to the opinions of the minority
and local rights, and esteem intellectual and moral independence and cultural
freedom. These elements were often threatened by the “centralizing, materialistic
conformity of the State.”” So Emerson had a firm belief in the power of the people
renovating the State on the principle of love and right.

Emerson was an individualist. To him man was an organ of moral and super-
natural force, exercising his proper powers under any law or tyranny. However,
under the dominion of an idea such as civil freedom, man’s force was often out of
consideration.

Although in accordance with the spirit of the age, the democratic institutions
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were not without exception from the defects of other political forms. Some feudal
states in Europe were “‘alarmed at the democratic institutions lasping into anarchy.”
And also some older Americans were “learning from Europeans to look with some
terror at our turbulant freedom.” They feared that they could find no check in
the “‘despotism of public freedom”. Too much liberty would develop into self-
indulgence, but want of freedom would end in stupefying conscience bound by the
laws. Emerson was also afraid that the democratic system was bothersome, and
might at any moment run into anarchy. In fact, as he feared, every state was
corrupt. His adomonishment was that every good citizen should not obey the
laws too well. The State scemed to him a “‘trick, a cunning of politics.” *The
political parties were founded on instincts, or rather on their own humbie aims,
defending their property and interests.”” TUnder consideration of their own in-
terests the parties endeavoured to make laws.

The parties were those of circumstance, not of principles. They were
perpetually corrupted by personality,

They reap the rewards of the docility and zeal of the masses that they
directed.

They had not at heart the government of love and virtue which democracy promised
to its people.  Just as Marxists did, Emerson denounced the way by the bourgeoisie
of protecting the privileges of the rich. He cried out: “Too much weight had
been allowed in the laws to property.” He could not permit that such a structure
would remain for the rich to “encroach on the poor, and to keep them poor for
ever.,” 'The law of property was injurious and its influence on persons was harmful
and degrading. In fact a man’s right to property was unequal, although his
rights as a person were equal. Owing to primogeniture, or donation, or diligence,
or hard work, property came unequally to the person. You should not therefore
put too much stress on the right to property. Marxists blamed the American
democracy of having no real equality because of its unequal property. However,
the equal distribution of property among its people could not solve the problem of
cquality.

A man is selfish in nature, especially as to money, and even so tyrant as to make
others serve him with the force of his.riches. But if a person was ordered to do this
or that, he would never obey the order without money. Einerson says:

This is the history of governments — one man does something to bind

another.
Hence, the less government we have, the better; the fewer laws, and the

less confided power.

Emerson esteemed education as one of the highest objects of the State. Most
“moderate, able, cultivated conservatives” were only devoted to the defence of
property; they were too selfish and far from being good citizens, he thought.,

Truly the only interest for the consideration of the State is persons; and
that property will always follow persons; and the highest end of government
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is the culture of people; and il men can be educated, the moral sentiment
will write the law of the land,

The State should encourage the arts, and religion, establish schools, and you should
befriend the poor, the Indians, and the immigrants, he thought. Even the most
religious and instructed men in the Republic did not rely on the moral sentiment
in government. As Emerson points out in his Politics, the State had no reliance
on love and moral sentiment as a basis of democracy.  Still further no one had ever
iltustrated the nice influence of character on government. Malthus, Ricardo, or
Queen Elizabeth 1, or any President never alluded to them. Emerson believed
that the appearance of character and love in government would “make the state
unnecessary.” ““The wise man is the State; he needs no feasts, no palace, no statute
book, no library, and no school.” His wise man was just like the Seijin in the
Analects of Confucius. The wise man had the spell to draw the prayer and piety of
all people to him. The Seijin could act as freely as he wished without falling into
€rTors.

Society was fluid. Some young men in the Republic believed that “law could
make a cily,” but the wise man knew that “legislations were only a rope of sand
which perished in the twisting.” As he tells in Politics, the law was only a memo-
randum, and in accordance with the advance in culture, the law itself had to be
altered and improved.

The above-mentioned views were his chief points on democracy. His discourses
on it are [ragmentary and not logical. There are not found in his essays such as
those of present-day democratic scholars. Just like his transecndentalism, his
democracy had no logical system, and his advice to it was obliged to dwindle to
negligence. J. Dewey, however, appreciated the democratic element in his thought
and faith in the power of ideas.  Still more the frontier individualism which afforded
the equalitarian and generous spirit of the frontier to Americans gave him a belief
in self-reliant democracy.  To him culture and education were chief objects of demo-
cratic government. As we have already quoted his opinions on the 5State, to educate
wise men was the chief role of the State; and the State would expire with the appear-
ance of the wise man, he believed.

However, he much feared that if a democratic state should be rauled by a mob,
the state would come to ruin. Indeed everybody prayed to God that the mob might
not exist and only justice prevail all over the world.

(3) HIS FREEDOM

We cannot hear from Emerson such a courageous cry for freedom as P. Henry’s
speech in the Congress: ‘‘Give me liberty, or give me death.” He also had no
logicsl essay on freedom, because he seems to have had enough liberty assured in
the American Constitution. He had enjoyed it enough. Although he appreciated
religious freedom, he found it imperfect when he had to resign from the church owing
to the difference of opinions on the Lord’s Supper. He could not trust the freedoms
assured in the Constitution.

Even under the primeval despots of Egypt, history honestly confesses that
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man must have been as free as culture could make him.
The volatile essence of our will is for ever escaping again into the state of
free thought.

Since his resignation from the pastorate, he had made many a lecture, or a lot of
essays on several topics. However, he feared, if freedom of utterance were denied
the thought would lie on the man like a burden. Indeed every idea or thought of
genius had so much weight as to alter the world. He realized that the revelation
of thought could take man out of servitude into freedom.

In his essays we can find very few insistences on freedom, but Emerson thought
the citizen had freedom not to pay undue taxes, or not to attend church, where
he ought to have attended as a true Christian. As I will tell afterwards, he tried
to persuade the audience to be free from the formalities. After all he enjoyed
freedom enough, so he had not to explain it in details. Tt was the natural achieve-
ment of Emersonian individualism.

(4) HIS EQUALITY

When the Puritans were persecuted by Queen Elizabeth I, they had found in
Christ an earnest longing for their austere piety and civil freedom. (Although they
gave no tolerance to any heretics, after they had built a New Zion State in
Massachusetts). The Puritans wanted to get equal treatment frorm the government
as Protestants had. They had entertained a firm belief in equality before God.
In old days, rich and poor, good and bad, and young and old, went to church as
having equal rights in the soul. Indeed everybody cught to have his equality to
the church, to the state, and to every other man. The disparities of power in men
were, Emerson believed, superficial. Generally speaking, the net amount of man
and man did not much vary, Moreover, everybody had a soul in himself, That’s
the logic of equality of the former minister who had very few references to it in his
essays.

(5) HIS HAPPINESS

When his first wife died in 1831, he was lonely and weak. His retirement from
the pastorate increased his misery. In 1834, he remarried Lydia Jackson and
“begot” four children by her, and afterwards felt scarcely unhappy. Only in a
few sentences the words happy or happiness are {ound in his essays.

To fill the hour — that is happiness — the true art of life is to skate well
on them.

'The happiest man is he who learns from nature the lesson of worship. Embosom-
ed in beauty and wonder in nature he realized what were important for happiness.
They were cheerfulness and courage and the endeavour to realize aspirations.
He held fast to hope and happiness. St. Augustine frankly says that the desire
for happiness is the root and ground of man’s being. Contrary to the Christian’s
hope for happiness in heavens, Emerson’s was happiness in labour, righteousness,
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and veracity, He contemplated that happiness was eternally attached to the truc
life in the spirit. Only in the life of the spirit could be found true happiness —
this was Emersoen’s conviction,

(6) HIS REFORM

As Emerson tells us in his New England Reformers, people were startled to find
the great activities of thought and experiment. Some of these activities were
movements of temperance, nonresistance, abolition of slavery, and others those
of socialists and ultraists who met to “call in question the authority of the Sabbath,
of the priesthood, and of the church.”” They were revolutioners, who were urged
by the spirit of protest and detachment. They aimed at protesting against existing
evils. In fact the country seemed to him ““full of rebellion, and full of kings.” At
last the idea of reform had “aroused all the wit and virtue in the world to ponder
on the question of reform.” But some people feared it might be a subversion of
their political system, rejecting their opinions, tastes, and manners of living. How-
ever, the nature of revolution was, Emerson thought, a purely moral force. It
promised a ‘“‘recognition of higher rights than those of personal freedom, or the
security of property,” — that is, an assertion of the character of every one. He
admonished us that “every project in the history of reform, no matter how violent
and surprising, is great, so long as it is the dictate of a man’s genius and constitution
from the whole spirit and faith of him.”

He says that the revolution must be “wrought by the gradual domestication of
the idea of culture.”” First of all, the reformer must renovate himself and then
try to renovate things around him.

He tells us that young people thought and wrote much on labour and reform,
and “for all they had written, neither the world nor themselves had got on a step.”
Society was an illusion to young people, but it was fluid, had no roots and no centres.
They believed that laws could “make the city or grave modifications of the policy,
but the foolish legislation was a rope of sand which perished in the twisting,” he
thought.

Emerson stood for revolutions, but he felt sure that love and character could
only achieve reform, abolishing old traditions, laws and schools before the law of
his own mind.

The force which moves the world is a new force.

He believed in Providence, Love, and God, that could build a reformed Elysium
of democracy.

(77 THE TRANSCENDENTALISM

Emerson was champion of change and freedom. Skeptical of the traditional
faith, he wanted a freer religious belief. He, inspired with German metaphysics,
formed a transcendental group — a party of future.  Or rather around him gathered
a circle of friends, which became a party of social reform. Although the number
of them was at first small, their enthusiasm was fervent. There were among them
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Margaret Fuller, 2 woman of genius, Alcott, an educational reformer, H. Hedge, C.
Francis, and so on. They expressed their opinions on the reform of society in edu-
cation, morals and politics in the quarterly review IWal. They were indeed the
partisans of hope and newness. They maintained with Emerson that the ultimate
reality could not be known through the senses, but with intuition. They were
against rationalism, Locke’s skepticism, and the restraints of orthodox Catholicism.
They insisted on social transformation and liberalism. They wanted to demolish
the old traditions and social structures, and to cultivate the possibilities of a unigue
American culture and to “relight the spiritual faith.” They believed that the indi-
vidual might rely with confidence upon the intuition in his mind, rather than depend-
ing on traditions and authority.

As one of the critics says, they took “religion into the open air, naturalized it,
and democratized it.”” As his essays Nature and New England Reformers show, his
primary objects were to realize direct revelation from God, an inspiration of the
spiritual world. He believed that the worth of the individual was assured by the
political principles of the Declaration of Independence. Together with Emerson
the group believed in their own creative powers of perception. In spite of their
fervent belief in reforms and in many social, educational reformations, their ex-
periments of revolution proved unsuccessful.  Although enhanced sometimes by
revolutionary fervours and sometimes by frontier democracy, transcendentalism
was in fact unable to cope with the growing materialism of an industrial age.

In spite of Emerson’s belief that all true reforms must come from within the
individual, most of the transcendentalists participated in many outward social re-
form movements, such as universal suffrage and anti-Sabbatarianism, and after
all retreated before the currents of the world.  What were the causes of this failure?
As Emerson warned in his essays, they were destitute of the endeavour to realize
their aspirations. Moreover, the party, in accordance with Emerson’s advice, had
no code to bind each other into a united group. He had no systematic philesophy of
transcendentalism. That’s the reason why his logic was different from Marxism,
With his death this ideal also went to the land of oblivion,

(8) Emersonian INDIVIDUALISM

After his resignation from the pastorate, he wanted to get a firm ground to rely
on. What he arrived at was individualism, which was based on moral sentiment
and the ethics of self-reliance. According to Christian morality with its foundation
on charity and love, he believed with his transcendental group that intuitien could
prove a man’s identification with the Deity. An Emersonian individual believed
himself inspired by the Divine Soul.

Man is conscious of a universal soul within or behind his individual life,
Within man is the soul of the whole.

Emerson believed in God within man:

If'a man is at heart just, then in so far is he God; and the safety of God, the
immortality of God, and the majesty of God do enter into the man with
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justice.

These words were what the Sage in Concord had ever preached at the pulpit, He
never put away his way of preaching God, His recommendation was: ““We will
walk on our own feet; we will work with our own hands; we will speak our own
minds.”

The worid is nothing; the man is all; in yourself is the law of all nature.
What your heart thinks great, is great.

Indeed these confidences in the “unsearched might of man’ were his gospel.
The heart in thee is the heart of all.

Emerson grew so self-conceited as to say: “What I must do is all that concerns
me; not what the people think.”

Good and bad are but names; the only right is after my constitution; the
only wrong, what is against it.

He wanted to live a unique life as a man and even told us that he would “make the
pomp of emperors ridiculous.”

My life is for itself, and not for a spectacle. It should be an alms, a battle,
and a conquest.

The private life of a man shall be a more illustrious monarchy, more
formidable to its enemy, than any kingdom in history.

His trust in individualism was so extraordinary that he was, as it were, a king who
could do anything that he thought good. Everyone could not rely on himself as
Emerson did. However, pledged with his spiritual faith, and encouraged by the
frontier spirit, his individualism contributed to the American democracy by creating
a new kind of civilization.

(97 THE INTELLECTUAL DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Emerson advices us in his Nature, the Scripture of Individualism, that we should
have a “poetry and philosophy of insight, not of tradition, and a religion by revela-
tion, not of the history of our fore-fathers.”

Let us demand our own works and laws and worship.

In his lecture on The American Scholar, a ireatise of Intellectual Independence in
1837, Emerson declared the independence of American culture.

Throw away the Europe, an old faded garment of dead persons, the books,
and their ghosts.

Let us drop this idolatry, Let us even bid our dearest friends farewell.
We will be dependent no more.
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America seemed to him a “poem” among the “barbarous materialism” of his time.
Emerson proposed in his lecture that not in European modes of thought, nor in its
concept of philosophy, but through the enchanting experience of life in the New
World itself, you should construct your unique philosophy and culture. Then there
would come out a new dawn of consciousness of greatness in America, he believed.

(10) THE CONCLUSION

Emerson, a gentle soul by nature, became an urbane rebel who vigorously chal-
lenged the conformists.  An individualist, he was indifferent to dialectic and con-
troversial arguments. He says life is not dialectic. He was more assertive than
speculative, more suggestive than explanatory. He was not an elaborate theorist.
So there are many instances of contradictions, or rather ambiguities found in his
Wwise sayings.

(1) Spirit is the creator. Virtue is the creator and the governor.

{2)  Good thoughts are no better than good dreams, unless they be executed.

Without action thought can never ripen into truth.
Every thought which genius and piety throw into the world, alters the world.

(3) Life itself is a bubble and skepticism, and a sleep within a sleep.

Life is hereby melted into an expectation, or a religion,
Life is a train of moods like a string of beads.
(4} Every law and usage was a man’s expediment to meet a particular case,
The law is only a memorandum. It is alternable according to the culture
of people.
Law is sovereign over all nature,
Indeed we cannot interpret the difference of the meanings of law so easily as he
thought. Emerson also insisted on the importance of Tove,

Love is our highest word and the synonym of God.
Love is omnipresent in nature as motive and reward.

He advised us to govern the state with love and character. You should make the
most use of them in government, he said.

E. M. Forster, however, tells us in his Ttwo Cheers for Democracy: “Love is a great
force in private life. But love in public affairs does not work. It has been tried
again and again by the Christian civilization. And it has always failed.” His
individualism is ethical, and consists in the perception that there is One God. So
his ism cannot be applied to everyone who has no reliance on God. He could not
justify a selftindulgent egotism. After all, Emersonian individualism, the belief
in the infinitude of an individual, made a considerable contribution to the develop-
ment of democracy, Especially he insisted on the moral doctrine as essential to
the cultivation of the American people. And his belief that you must not be held
to your faith by compulsory authorities was the essence of his democratic faith in
the dignity of the human spirit. He was indeed a constructive critic in a democratic
society. A representative writer, he became, not a parish minister, but a pastor
of the world. For all his reform movements and disregard of spiritual authority
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he was called the Sage of Concord.
The End {1973.9.1)
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