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Summary

In this thesis, 1 attempt to make clear the structure of the learning process aiming
at the dialectics of recognition with the following logical constitution.
{I) 'The problems of the dialectics of the present learning process theory in Japan.
(1) Some problems of the dialectics in Kawai Akira’s learning process theory.
(2) Some problems of the dialectics in Hirooka Ryozo’s learning process theory.
(3) Some problems of the dialectics in Ueda Kaoru’s learning process theery.
(II) A preliminary essay on the learning process aiming at the dialectics of recogni-
tion.
(1) A structural theory of subject matter aiming at the dialectics of recognition.

(2) A dialectic developmental process theory of recogaition.

The conclusion : it is best to induct the conception of M. Weber’s “Ideal typus” as
for the structural theory of subject matter and also, as for the dialectic developmental
process theory of recognition, to compose J. 8. Bruner’s learning process theory and
T. Brameld’s learning process theory by putting base on J. Dewey’s theory of learning

process,
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EQUALITY, LIBERTY, AND DEMOCRACY
by

Sonboku Oxrubpa

Fmabari Meitoku Junior Cellege

EQUALITY

There is a sentence “We stood at God’s feet, equal — as we are” found in Charlotte
Bronte’s Jane Eyre in Chapter XXII, when Jane Eyre protested against her master and
suitor, Mr. Rochester, Brought up in Chuistian doctrine, all Christians have entertained
equality in the depth of their heart. Along with Christianity, they have been imbued with
the creed of equality and liberty. This idea of equality has made them wish to keep up
with apostles.

In Oriental countries Buddhistic doctrine gripped the heart of the people, esp., of the
lower classes, as they believed that their lords were superior, to whom they should pay
much respect and homage. They had become enlightened by the precept that, regardless
of their status and wealth, all men are horn equal with potential Buddhahood. This
teaching of all men’s equality at the foot of Buddha encouraged them to stand up upright
before any ruler and to bear all the hardships of this world.

Just like Buddhists, Christians believed in the equal value of the individual in the sight
of God and in salvation by which sinful men could be redeemed. How precious its pre-
cepts were to those lower classes is shown in the rapid diffusion of the Christian belief in
European countries. As H. Laski points out, till now Christianity has made a great contri-
butien to the welfare of human beings, esp., of a great number of the poor. In ancient
society it gave the lower classes a glorious dream and courage sufficient to endure their
miserable conditions of life. It also urged all of them to be conscious of the same worth
of character of the poor as that of the rich. At least till the Christian belief came to take
a compromising attitude toward the worldly authority, it had kept affirming equality of
character. In short, although it had some unscientific elements in the doctrine, it remained
a glorious light to the Jower people, acknowledging their substantial rights, and impeaching
the social order of the upper classes that disapproved the justice of rights of the lower ones.

Later it came to stand by the feudal lords and mobles, admitting unchangeable class
privileges and exploitation, because the church code had come to be accepted as the only
principle for all.  Although its aim is salvation, the church as the agent of the Christian
Commonwealth on earth, ruled over the whole worldly people about such things as the
payment of labour, just price on any merchandise, and the control of profits. Therefore

the power of the Christian religion as a spiritual force was so great that there appeared at




first no sign of democratic movement. By preaching on the expansion and success of their
business by thrift, diligence, and seriousness of mind, it merely followed the current of the
time. Some Christians persuaded themselves that to be poor was to be immoral, and felt
sure that material success was the evidence of God’s approval, forgetting the precept
against the arrogance of the upstarts:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.” But for Luther
(1483-1546) and Calvin (1509-64) it would have gone its way to secularization. Although
Luther was excommunicated as a heretic by the Pope for the charge of his denial of the
Pope’s indulgence, he asserted that the Bible is the only highest authority. Calvin also
stood for the control of the state by the church-—theocracy.  Under their influence there
came out many bibliolatrous sects in Europe.

In England Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603) established the church of Protestatism —
the Church of England, and subordinated it to royal power, defying the authority of the
Pope. 1In her absolute monarchy, although she was clever and generous, there was for the
individual freedom neither of occupation, nor of opinion, nor of religion, nor of any
recognized method by which he might initiate or modify the law and customs which
controled his thought and conduct. On the other hand, James II tried to restore Roman
Catholic, wishing to be an absolute monarch, and persecuting many of the Protestants. In
April, 1697, he issued the Declaration of Indulgence and abolished the Test Act of 1673,
and also all other laws which were injurious to Catholics and Protestant Dissenters. Al
though they won equal treatment and religious freedom of believing their own God, it was
confined to Catholics. However, they were not permitted to enjoy political equality, In
England, until the people set William and Mary on the throne after the Revolution, there
had taken place a series of religious persecution, T. Macaulay explains minutely about
the history of persecution in his book “Critical and Historical Essays”. He says:

“To punish a man because we infer from the nature of some doctrine which he
holds, or from the conduct of other persons who hold the same doctrines with him,
that he will commit a crime, is persecution, and is, in every case, foolish and
wicked.,” “To argue that, because 2 man is a Catholic, he must think it right to
murder a herefical sovereign, and that because he thinks it right, he will attempt to
do it, and then, to found on this conclusion a law for punishing him as if he had
done it, is plain persecution.”

The dispute about their creed brought about many shamefut acts of marder, punishment,
and banishment. During these ages of bloody persecution, dissenters and pagans, including
atheists, cried for equal treatment before the law and for liberty of conscience.  Puritans,
for example, defying the intolerance by Protestant Kings, demanded religious freedom
from them, Refused their demand of tolerance, they went over to the barbarous land of
America, braving the perils and hardships on the sea.

Inequality means unequal treatment before the law. Reason always calls for equality

as a member of the community and, we believe, reason and equality call for freedom.




Generally speaking, equality and freedom are reciprocal to each other. Later we will
explam the relation between equality and freedom.

The Magna Charta (1215) and later the Petition of Right (1628} and the Bill of Rights
(1689) permitted the English people to act freely and to enjoy equal treatment before the
law. Human rights are a requisite for the citizen in a democratic state. “Man is born
free,” says J. ]. Roussean in his “Social Contract”, but he could not assert that “Man is
born equal”. Each man has his own traits or likings or characteristics. Though he is not
always equal in quality, or wisdom, or environment, he should be treated equally before
the law. He believes it is indispensable to his happiness. This idea of equality was much
concerned with justice of faw, but was not so concerned as to assert that man is born equal.
This notion of equality was merely a norm for the law, Later in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries this norm developed into a demand that every citizen should have
equal rights, equal participation in political affairs, social equality, and equality of oppor-
tunity. Because people share alike in universal reason and are children of God, all men,
they believed firmly, are equal in dignity or importance, and differences in rank, wealth,
or power are too insignificant.  Thus their belief 1n man’s essential equality came to have
political implications. They grew conscious that men, though naturally equal, are con-
fronted with inequalities in political and social institutions.  Specific inequalities were the
authority of kings, the privileges of nobles, and the dominance of the male. To deprive
them of their prerogatives, the plebians made struggles against them. Such movements
were the Bill of Rights, or the Petition of Right, or sometimes revelutions which were
waged against the government. This concept of equality came to hold political importance
and continued a guide for the reconstruction of political and social institutions,

There came out two types of democracy: one, Capitalistic democracy; the other,
Communism. In American democracy, this ideal of equality bloomed in equality of
opportunity. It endowed any citizen with an equal chance for educational and health
institutions. It also opened the way to the competition of enterprises, At this stage the
ideal of equality was so associated with that of freedom. Without equality, freedom could
not be sufficiently enjoyed. Without freedom, equality could not be achieved. These
ideals of liberty and equality in the concepts of equal rights made the oppressed awaken to
the realities of ife.  Commumnists argued that this capitalistic ideal of political and legal
equality was a mere pretence when some people were hungry, others had plenty; when
many people labored long and hard, a few lived elegantly in leisure. Indeed the “idealistic
state” could not operate well before the realities of life. Equality of opportunity could
not ensure the equal sharing of burdens and benefits. Luck, differences in ability, and
economic depressions caused some people to remain hungry and homeless, while others
lived comfortably and prosperously.

Equality could not permit the ezercise of one’s special rights unless one could let
others have their own. Especially one must acknowledge and respect others’ earnest claim

for fundamental rights: food, clothing, and shelter. Just like a precept of Christian




doctrine the rich should share their belongings among the poor. One should not keep
others from realizing their character, because it means to give happiness to them. Citizens
should have an equal participation in social and political activities, for they, though differ-
ent in capacity and environment, are equal in human worth,

Equality of opportunity must give anyone a chance to improve his ability so that he
may share the prosperity of society with others. However different he is in ability, in so
far as his aim is not contrary to the objects of society, he should be permitted to participate
in equitable terms in economic and political competition. “Fuhei”, a Japanese word,
meaning “not being equal”, is almost always put into “dissatisfaction”. Being unequal
brings about dissatisfaction in mind. One should use every means to get rid of others’
grievances and make them live a happy life. That is the only object of good statesmanship.
As Aristotle says in “Politics”, lack of equality is one of the deep-seated causes of revolu-
tion. It means to give some groups special rights which were often exercised excessively,
and yet to refuse to give natural rights to others. It is still worse since prerogatives are
often endowed, not through the consent of the people, but artificially through the social
circumstances. While the possessors are often apt to become privileged classes, the
powerless find it difficult to get happy.

Equality is not exactly similar to liberty, but complementary to it. The more equally
the rights of the citizen are exercised, the wider the realm of liberty would be. It is so
connected with each other. Owing to the difference in men’s ability, social environment,
or education, equality does not always mean equal distribution of wealth. Karl Marx
writes in his “Das Kapital” Vol, I:

“In an ideal community where no rich nor poor are found, in which the world’s
good, being produced in accordance which social demand unhampered by the
caprice of individuals, will be distributed not indeed equally — a notion so lamely
borrowed by the workers from the liberal ideologists with utilitarian concept of
Justice as arithmetical equality — but rationally, that is unequally; for as a man’s
capacities are unequal, his reward, if it is to be right, must, in the formula of the
Communist Manifesto, accrue to every one according to his need and capacity.”

Marxists, including H. Laski, assert that there could be no real freedom in the bourgeois
community that has no economic equality. If the people can’t enjoy economic equality,
democracy would either come to nothing, or would exert an evil influence on soclety.

Equality is, we believe, the essence of democracy in which everyone can realize his
demand for happiness. Much influenced by this Utopian dream of Communism, the ideal
of legal equality or equality of opportunity has undergone a great change. Conmected
with this transformation, there has taken place a subordination of the ideal of Liberty, and
some change in conceptions of the proper structure and function of government. We don’t
know what is the best way io construct a community in which all burdens are equally
shared and all needs equally met.  How can we find a new synthesis of the two aspects of

the ideal of equality and workable adjustment of it to such other ideals as those of liberty,




justice, and social efficiency?  Can it be found only in Communistic states, frue equality
which can supply every kind of citizen with his suitable needs? Who can deny the fear
that, even in a so-called Communistic World that has economic equality, unequal distribu-
tion of the profit or salary may bring about an unfair accumulation of wealth among the
“disciplined clique” of Communists? In the Communist state “able gifted” dictators will
win the control of the mind and wealth of the people. There will, we guess, eventually
ensue the fall of Marx’s ideal Utopia of Communism.

What is the best way to maintain real equality? Itis the policy to give every one
education by which he can cultivate his ability. While removing the evil influence of
Capitalism as far as we can, we must build a happy democratic society where everyone can

enjoy his own equality and liberty with his hopeful mind.

LIBERTY

Patrick Henry (1736-99) made a revolutionary speech in the Virginia Assembly on
April 19, 1775, a little before the War of Independence, in which he cried out: “I know
not what course others may take, but as for me give me liberty or give me death.” Thomas
Jefferson also wished to be numbered with the dead rather than called’a “villainous rebel”.
Liberty was so dear to them that they would stake their lives and properties on it. Perhaps
liberty was everything to them; that is to say, theirs was freedom from captivity, slavery,
or despotic control. Does it mean only this?

Today many philosophers or social reformers are trying to interpret the real meaning
of freedom. Some democratic scholars argue that democratism has more liberties than
Communism has, while Communists assert that Communism has real freedom, hecanse
American democracy has no economic equality. One boasts of many kinds of liberty:
freedom of thought, of conscience, of the press, and of the association, while the other
denies them, saying that what Capitalistic democrats are boasting of is a mere pretence, and
that it is only artificial freedom for bourgeoisie, not for proletariat.

At first the lower classes, most of them Christians, were persuaded that they are equal
in the sight of God, so they believed in equality of personality. This idea of equality gave
rise to a cry for political liberty in the community., They believed that they had the same
rights as lords or nobles had, and they felt sure that they could enjoy the same freedom as
aristocrats did. Then in England the Magna Charta in 1215, and later the Bill of Rights
in 1689 came to be acknowledged by the king. Throughout the Middle Ages, the people,
most of them the lower classes, had continuzed to hold the holy fire of equality and liberty
in their secret corner of the mind. However, the Acts of Supremacy and Conformity by
Queen Elizabeth I in 1519 obliged the Pilgrim Fathers and Dissenters to set sail to America,
seeking for religious liberty, liberty of worshipping their own god. 'This freedom of

conscience was one of the fundamental rights which, the English believed, were inherent




and essential.

Voltaire tells us of the doctrine of natural law: “All people everywhere, whatever
their status, are entitled to the rights of life, property, and happiness.” “Man is born free,”
J. J. Rousseau says in his “The Social Contract”, “and he is everywhere in chains. To
rencunce Lberty is to renounce mankind.” That is to say, to be free is one of the requisites
of life. But freedom does not always mean to do anything as one likes. “Liberty means,”
says Prof, H. Laski in his “Liberty in the Modern State” “absence of restraints upon the
existence of those social conditions which, in modern civilization, are the necessary
guarantees of individual happiness. The citizen seeks for happiness and the state should
help to make him happier.” Here we must come to the Declaration of Independence:

“We hold those truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among them
are life, property, and the pursuit of happiness.”

Indeed democracy could not exist without equality and liberty ; liberty of, thought, religion,
the press, and speech.  Since old times many scholars and thinkers have tried to interpret
the meaning and quality of freedom. Christians had believed that they could find freedom
only in the truths of the Holy Book. When a quarrel broke out about the question of
which was real Christianity, Catholic or Protestant, they began to suspect the reliability
of the Bible, and grew rational enough to realize the value of their own character. This
recognition of the value of character grew up to be a movement of civilization and
bloomed in classic literature. Humanism, one of the movements of the Renaissance, gave
birth to new ideas and new points of view. It was Humanism in the 14th, 15th, and 16th
centuries that emancipated reason from the fetters of the Bible, and led people to seek after
scientific knowledge which brings progress to mankind. The Protestant movement, whose
mitiator was Martin Luther (1483-1546), was a step stone to rationalism, and the Renais.
sance gave birth to individualism — a new intellectual attitude to the world. Thus.
bumanism, rationalism, individualism, and scientific knowledge of the world gave impetus
to different interpretations of liberty. There have appeared a lot of exponents or scholars
of freedom one after another : Kant (1724-1804) of Critique of Pure Reason; Hobbes (1588
-1679) of natural rights; Rousseau (1712-78) of Dy Contract social; Locke (1632-1704) of
Human Understanding ; Mill (1806-73) of “On Liberty”; Marx (1818-83) of Communism ;
Jaspers (1883- ) of Existentialism; and so on. Indeed there is nothing that is explained
so diversely as freedom.

B. Rassel points out in his book “What is Freedom ?” that there are many kinds of
freedom and some of them are not to be permitted, because they diminish the freedom of
others, for example, freedom to kill others or to enslave them. He divided it info national
freedom, freedom of the group, individual freedom ~ political, economic, mental, and
physical freedom. However, there must necessarily be some limitations to it. Could we,
as Russel says, tolerate atlempts to replace democracy by despotism? Could we extend

toleration to those who advocate intolerance?  And above all, should a nation permit the




formation of powerful groups which aim at subjecting it to foreign domination ?

In the negative conception freedom means the absence of external constraints over the
acts of the individual. In the posifive meaning it has many points of issue arising and
being argued between American democrats and Communists. A vehement dispute has
arisen among them, and has often led them to struggles against each other. Laski defined
it in a positive sense: If the state puts some restraints on the individual, and clears his will
of the impurities, real will shall be realized, and he will be able to become a master of
freedom.

There may be other classifications of freedom, but we think it best to divide it into
two categories; one — freedom from state authority: freedom based on oganization; the
other — freedom to state authority : freedom not based on organization. As Engels writes,
freedom is inevitably one of historical products. In its essence freedom is expected to have
an opponent, or a subconscious possibility of opponent, which can direct it, or can give
restraints on it. Freedom is rather passive. Nevertheless, it can’t be found in simply
obeying the orders or restrictions put by the state.  And even if we, intending to be free
from the binding force, were to live a solitary life far away from society, we should lead a
miserable life in anarchy, because we have destroyed the foundation of existence of
freedom. Therefore we must try to harmonize the restraints by organization with requests
for freedom. By doing this, the democratization of organization will be able to take place
smoothly.

In the modern community where the individual can live a democratic life and contri-
bute to the progress of civilization, there must exist much freedom in the relationship
between society and the individual. The community, which consists of individuals, has an
obligation to keep order by imposing constraints on them, while the individual rejects
them. Therefore in their relationship, the good results of democracy depend entirely upon
each other’s endeavour to restrict the constraints in a2 democratic way. So freedom does
not always mean a negative side. In the modern community, esp. of socialism, it often
takes a positive meaning in which some restraints may well be imposed on the individual.
Becanse he is a component of society as well as a social being, it aims at the accomplish-
ment of human character.  So the objects of the individual are so often opposed to those
of society, that it is very difficult for both of them to be in perfect harmony with each
other. In order to be free from the control of society, he should elect his representatives
in a democratic way and have him restrict the control by society as possible as he can.
When his doings are contrary to the citizen’s wish, he should have a right to replace him.

In a democratic society of today some of the citizens are waging bloody battles with
their opponents, or state authority, wishing to be a governing class, and so there often arises
a serious problem that the appeals of the defeated will not be listened to, and their requests
never realized. If that is the case, democracy would lose the glory of its function. To
remove the troubles from them, one should keep strick observance of the principles of

democratic government and defend the rule of decision by majority.  Otherwise we may




fall into a revolution by Comrnunists, and be eventually defeated in the struggle.

As H. Laski says, in a democratic state, the citizen should get a chance to realize the
best ego in spiritual, economic, or political sphere, and also to put his miative inte
practice. Then he can become a true holder of freedom. When the citizen comes to
acquire all citizens’ and universal freedom, it may scem that he holds expanded freedom
and has restricted the power of the state. It is not always the case; on the contrary, it
may be, as it were, an expansion of authority, because it is only to regulate this power by
the law. Liberty is primarily in a hostile position to authority, which imposes restrictions
on it, but, at the same time, the law that safeguards freedom restricts authority. That is to
say, freedom from authority is also not other than freedom to authority.

At this stage one can reach the state of freeness, just as Confucius says: “At seventy I
will not overrun the precepts of a wise man whatever 1 do.” Im a really democratic state
freedom of thought leads one to the inquiry into, and realization of, truths, and freedom
of occupation opens the door to his ability, and political freedom protects him from being
constrained against his will. In such a free community as this, any citizen can enjoy a
happy life — that was one of the happy dreams of democrats; in fact there came out a
reverse side of it.

What is the opinion of Communists? They assert that there can be no freedom mn
capitalistic society; what it proclaims to have is anything but freedom; it is simply a
camouflaged one; real freedom can be acquired only in a socialistic community in which
the people can enjoy economic equality; what capitalists are proud of enjoying is merely
freedom for bourgeoisie, not for proletariat; although capitalistic democrats are boasting
of freedom of speech, it is under the control of a few bourgeoisic, not of proletariat.
Communists also preach to us: present-day freedom of Capitalists is not one based on
equality, not one that has in essence all people’s democratic universality, but one enjoyed
only by a few special classes — that is no real freedom.

Marxists believe in the Communistic doctrine: “Every individual can acquire liber-ty
only in elevating his private character and in struggling for its improvement. It is in
confrontation and strife that we can bring about true freedom and its advancement.” If
that is the case, let us see the actual life in Communistic states, for example, in the USS.R..
Karl Marx, founder of Communism, dreamed of a Utopia where, after the disappearance
of bourgeois society the conflict will disappear for ever, and the pre-historic period will be
completed, and the history of free human individuals will at last begin. However, the
actual state of Russia is quite different from what Marx hoped for. Common decisions are
made, not by the majority, but by 2 “small and resolute body™ of dictators. In the name
of the people, the clique always make use of brutal steps to reahze its ends which, not the
people, but the clan, judge to be good. Whatever theory they may proclaim, they, in
effect, subordinate reason to will, identify rights with naked force as an instrument of will,
and accord value to the disinterested research for truth only “in so far as the dictators

judge to be temporarily useful for the attainment of immediate political ends.”




In his book “What 13 Freedom ?” B. Russel made vehement attacks on the Soviet way
of government: “Never before in human history has it been possible to impose such
complete mental slavery as to be found in modern totalitarian states.” A Russian worker
whom the authorities dislike is to be deprived of his ration book. If he would not change
his principle, he will be sent for life to a concentration camp in the far North. After his
death the theory of Socrates (469 B. C.~399?) was handed down to us by Plato (427 ?-347
B. C.). However, those Russians who are put to death on the charge of heresy would not
be permitted to leave his opinions for explanation. Not every young Russian can enter
the Moscow University unless they pass the entrance test. No Russian is permitted to
study, set forth, or advocate any other doctrines that he believes most true.  He can only
study or publish those Communistic doctrines allowed by the Russian authorities.

It is just likely to say that trains are free only while running on the rail.  So the rail
is the most important, and any other means of transportation can not be allowed. For
traffic service there are many other means of communications: automobiles, ships on the
sea, or airplanes in the air. In a really democratic community one should be permitted
to think of a new theory, or to advocate his original opinion freely. At the same time one
should have a magnanimous mind to listen to others’ theory. I one should not be given
such chances and freedoms in society, one could hardly say that it is democratic society.
Communists’ way of doing things is just like the method of trying to run every means of
transportation on the rail, by advocating that there is universal, absolute freedom found
only on the rail. What kind of liberty could they pronounce having in a totalitarian state
of Communism, in which any other theory than Communism is never permitted? Those
heretics who keep asserting some other theory are destined to be put into jail or death,
after being dragged as culpits through the street.  In Russia or any dictatorial state, you
are always watched or followed everywhere you go; so you could not speak of your mind
or ask any one of some facts. In such a country as they say there is real liberty in society
where the people have economic equality, and yet where you could not say a word or
advocate any other theory, how could freedom be found, universal, all people’s freedom ?
Could we find any other freedom than that of being able to run on the rail? Marxists
preach us that the history of mankind is the history of struggles, its only aim is to defeat
the enemy, and that one can make progress and objectification of oneself in struggling
against authority, Communists maintain that everything in the universe will be under
constant change; and no progress would be made except by the rule of dialectic. But, in
accordance with this dialectic theory, Communism will in time be conguered by some
other new theory or be doomed to perish from this world. If not, it will surely be trans-
formed into a very different one. Moreover, would other races that were conquered under
the name of “emancipation” ever acquiese in following the congquerors ?

On Dec. 11, 1620, the Pilgrim Fathers managed to get on to the American continent
on board the Mayflower, seeking for religious liberty, and braving the perils and hardships
on the sea. In Massachusetts, in 1629, they established the Heavenly State which had been




a long hope for the Puritans. Every member of the community was asked to keep strictly
to the commandments of God and natural law. They were not allowed to deviate from
the creed, and had an earnest desire of keeping everything in order—for example, personal
life or political view — in the light of God. In the New Zion state every member should
be a Puritan, and none but the Puritans could hold any official post, because the believer
in Puritanism alone was given political rights. Those who advocate heresy were banished
from the “Kingdom of God.”

Car’t we suppose that Puritanism and Communism have many similar points to each
other?  Neither of them gives the people any permission to believe or behave according
to their will.  Both restrict the actions and thoughts of the people. Whatever the people
do or think right is under strict control on heavy penalties.  Lenin tells us that there can
exist true liberty only in a Communistic state, where the people can enjoy economic
equality, without whick such liberties as bourgeoisie are proud of would be nothing but a
mere phantom of liberty. Ifitis so, in a Communistic state where heretics or freethinkers
will have their doom of disappearance or destruction, can it be announced loudly that
Communists can have every kind of freedom to do, to think, or to believe ? They have
simply a kind of “liberty” sufficient to run on the rail of Communism. Could they, being
tied to running on the rail, fly up into the air or submerge into the sea?  That is to say,
the dwellers in the happy “Eden of Marxism” have no freedom to think of, to study, or to
advocate a new theory. Water will go bad that does not run. Can we not suppose that
they are also doomed to go the same way of destruction as that of Puritanism ?

We can by no means assert that any kind of thought, theory, or concept of liberty, is
absolutely right for ever, permitting no alteration. Its content and definition are not
allowed to ossify for ever, but must keep developing with the advance of the time. Who
can tell that Russia boasting today of its all people’s universal freedom will not be doomed
to give up its so-called liberty based on economic equality a hundred years or two later ?

We should by every means achieve real freedom with manly courage enough to deﬁy,
defy, and conquer the violences of a revolution such as those found in Russia. We must
win every kind of freedom both in the negative sense and in the positive freedom based on
no violence, and also {reedom from violence. We should protect this true liberty with
courage and at the same time should try every means to construct and protect our peace-
ful, economically equal country of democracy. As B. Russel advises, we often forget to
keep stern watch over our dearest treasure of freedom, just as we sometimes do so over
the worth of air. Instigated by the totalitarian idea of Communism, we are often apt to
forget the value of our system of freedom. As K. Marx prophesies, will American
democracy fall to earth on account of bourgeois system of democracy? Nay, with the
advancement of civilization, we will be able to acquire what we hope for, getting rid of
inevitable vices due to the Capitalistic regime. We hope that, not with the totalitarian
system of dictatorship, but with the democratic system of Capitalism, we should make a

splendid march toward the happy life in the future.




DEMOCRACY

Today democracy is the mythical word of our age, because Capitalists and Communists
proclaim each other that theirs is the best democratic system, even if their first infeation
on the way to power is to imprison or kill their opponents.  Each, in fact, represents one
aspect of the same system of government and both of them wish to justify themselves in
the name of the rule by the people. There is, however, as K. Becker points ont, nothing
in human history to permit believers in democracy to kill each other in its name.  Since
democracy is a system of the “rule by the people” they are persnaded that they are
theoretically the rulers. Under the democratic rule, the citizen can choose his representa-
tives to effect the comrmon will, and can act freely in accordance with established forms
and his will, and can appoint or recall his rulers, and also can enact or revoke the laws
through the representatives, by which the community is controled.  So it is necessary in
democracy that the citizen should be so much trained as to exercise his rights or judgments
rightly according to his mental and economic conditions. Unlike autocracy which can
impose its own ideal systems and social regulations from above, true democracy must get
its initiative from below. Government by the people cannot work well unless the people
themselves participate in finding out their best method of administration. Modern liberal
democracy has its base on a philosophy of universal truths. Its fundamental idea is the
worth, dignity, and creative capacity of the individual. So its aim is the “maximum of
individual self-direction, and the minimum of compulsion” by the state. And it relies so
much on good will and rational discussion on the part of the citizen, that he believes that
he can choose single-minded, efficient, at any rate, honest and zealous persons as his
representatives. In such a society there would be no privileges, no advantages, to excite
zealousy. Anyone would be given an opportunity for useful public service, and all
governmental posts should be open to all alike. Equality would produce a sense of social
solidarity, would cultivate refined manners and increase brotherly love. At any rate, the
ideal of democratic doctrine was bright and splendid, as W. Whitman sings in his poems
or “Democratic Vista,”

The primary idea of democratic government was that the citizen was capable of
managing his own affairs. The Athenian Democracy as conceived by Pericles (495 429
B. C.) had a free people highly civilized and pursuing wisdom, free from superstition and
oppression, and helping always to emancipate the oppressed. Democracy was an idealistic
conception: the belief in reason, in the free pursuit of knowledge, in justice to the weak,
and in the desire to be right, and in the hatred of violence. Aristotle (384-322 B. C.)
emphasized that democracy should be based on equality and the free men and the poor,
who were the majority of the people, should be invested with the power of the state.
Slaves, however, were excluded from his ideal of democracy. His people were supposed
to be rational citizens sufficient to understand the interests in conflict.  Indeed his citizen

should be a man of good will toward each other and make concessions for workable




compromises, and also should be a sound judge of good policy. Aristotle says that the
aim of every good government is that “the inhabitants of it should be happy.” He defines
democracy as follows:
“A democracy is a state where the free men and the poor, being in the majority,
are invested with the power of the state. The most pure democracy is that which
is so called principally from that equality which prevails in it; for this is what the
law in the state directs; that the poor shall be in no greater subjection than the
rich; nor that the supreme power shall be Iodged in either of these, but that both
shall share it. For if liberty and equality, as some one supposes, are chiefly to be
found in a democracy, it must be so by every department of government being
alike open to all.” (Politics. Bk 4, Chap. 4)
His underlying ethical basis is the conception that all men are created equal, and that
government exists for the purpose of protecting them in the exercise of certain basic rights.
Afterwards in the eighteenth century the ideal of democracy was more reinforced by
endowing the citizen with natural law and inalienable rights.

Teoday any idea or thought, new or old, is expected to be subject to transformation in
the future. That is to say, change is inherent in democracy itself, both in American
democracy and democratic Communism. Some of ideologists or authoritarians believe
that they are possessed of absolute and final laws which defy any change, and yet they fear
any change might be for the worse. However, alteration will take place in everything with
the advancement of civilization. There has appeared an extremely complex society in
which very intricate and impersonal economic forces, stronger than good will or rational
direction, have brought out an mcreasing concentration of wealth and power in the hands
of a small number of citizens, and have spoiled the essential liberties of most of the people.
Some of the radicals dared to assert that the present system of democracy was nothing but
an illusion, and stopped applying the principles of liberty to the economic and political
system. Democratic institutions and democrats’ faith in the worth and dignity of the
individual have come to be ignored and the traditional conception of individual liberty
has become invalid. What the citizen needs is an opportunity of acquiring the economic
security that is esseatial to independent living, His only necessity is to survive in economic
competition. His belief is that acquisitive instinct is the only human motive of action.

Communists believe, as Engels says, that economic motives are so strong that the
economic situation of society alone determines the political pattern and cultural develop-
ment of society. So they warn against this acquisitive instinct, as it will lead the people to
accept the fallacy that competitive success is a proof of character. They also abuse
Capitalists, saying that they are distorting the real value of civilization and warm, generous
human fellowship. The strains and conflicts that have arisen from accepting competitive
success as the primary test of mapkind are afflicting all capitalistic societies. In fact,
effective political control has been seized in the hands of upper classes, and political

equality could not safeguard the interests of the people. Individual liberty has proved




inadeguate in the economic realm because it has failed to bring about equality of posses-
sions and opportunity, without which political equality will come to nothing. So Marxists
argue that private property has become a great obstacle to achieving a truly democratic
structure, and capitalistic control of the means of production gives them an “impersonal
power over the lives and fortunes of millions of people” — Power which they are quite
unable to use for the public good. The system of free enterprise has given much pressure
on legislations and public opinion. So there has burst out a profound discord betwesn
democracy as an ideal and that as a reality.

Karl Marx (1818-1883} was much moved by the miserable conditions of the lower
elasses, under the fair name of whose survival and improvement, the living human beings
were oppressed and treated like cattle.  So he taught them to fight against authority for
their survival, He was an emancipator of the oppressed.  He set them to denounce the
existing order in the name of the avenging forces of the future. Marx was a Utopian, who
imagined that his Communism could bring about a peaceful Heavenly State where anyone
could live a happier life with more freedom and equality just like the life in the pre-
historic age. Marx was a prophet who foretold that a time would come for proletariat to
acquire as a result of a revolution the leadership of the state; that, after the disappearance
of bourgeois society, the conflict would disappear for ever, the pre-historic period would
be completed, the history of the free human individual would at last begin, and workers
would enjoy the fruits of their labour. He was a revolutionist, who argued that workers
should wage an aggressive war on bourgeoisie, because bourgeois society is the last form
which antagonism takes. He was a theorist of class struggles, whose theory of dialectic
materialism made its way to undermining the existing structures of government of the
world. He was 2 patron saint to workers. He advocated to them that, to remove the
heavy pressure of Capitalism, they should make a war against authority for their survival,
because what bourgeoisie preach is nothing but the sanctity of private property. His
convictions and insistences:

“The Communists are not a party, but the self-conscious vanguard of the
proletariat. The Communist Party must therefor be formed to function as a
political and legitimate elite of the people, enjoying its confidence in virtue of its
disinterestedness, its super training and its practical insight into the needs of the
immediate situation, able to guide the people’s uncertain steps. A successful
revolution could be made by means of a coup detat, carried out by a small and
resolute body of trained revolutionists, who, having seized power, would hoild it
constituting themselves the executive committee of the masses in whose name they
acted. This body would function as the spear-head of the proletarian attack.
Because the broad masses of the working class after years of bondage and darkness
could not be expected to be ripe either for self-government, or for the control of
liquidation of the forces they had displaced.

Marx insisted that, by the policy of gradual expansion and the slow conquest of political




power, all workers would become masters, securing authority and good economic condi-
tions. Moved by the miserable conditions of workers, and reading Aristotle’s phrase that
the poor and the free men are the majority, and that they shoud share the supreme power
with the rich, he wished to relieve them from the oppressions of Capitalistic democracy,
and by changing Hegels dialectic into his theory of dialectic materialism, justified the
revolution and class struggle, by which he tried to destroy the existing order of Capitalistic
system, and dreamed of the advent of an Eden for workers and the oppressed.  His
exclamation :
“The workers have nothing to lose, but his chains. They have a world to win,
Workers of all lands, unite!”

In his “Land of Canaan”, every man, emancipated from the tyramny of nature and
Capitalism, can develop his capacities to the fullest extent; real freedom will be realized;
human history in the true sense will open, he believed.

He insisted on the necessity of dictatorship and an inevitable class war, but these
things have come to strike a heavy blow on this “Land of Canaan.” These Canaanites can
not say a word against the dictators. Although they are told that they are freest, they are
always under strict control just like those in the Puritan Paradise were. None but Com-
munists have election rights and can be government officials, and even Communists can not
say against the policy of the dictators. However, Marxian doctrine of dialectic process has
made a great contribution to the growth of Communistic countries. He indeed created a
quite new attitude to social and historical problems, and opened new avenues of human
knowledge. He made a scientific study of evolving economic relations and its influence on
the lives of individuals and society. However, politics is a matter of social organization;
its busuness is to find means by which man can live happily together. It is not only
concerned with economics, but also politics. Democratic power can only operate within a
frame work of consent. There must be a common sense that all citizens have in some
degree the opportunity of contributing to it. Moreover, society Is always in a continaous
process of change, and each new development brings out new creeds, which banish old
ones. Change is inherent in any theory. The holy precepts of Communism are also
doomed to chage. We, however, should by all means endeavour to evade resorting to
violence. We should share our befongings with those have-not. By employing the best
knowledge available, we should put its adjustment into practice. Failure in the attempt to
cure evil points does not always mean abandoning this task. We must have time for
experiment, time making mistakes and correcting them, time for the slow development and
legislation of public epinicn into a law.

Marx’s Utopia is that of the pre-historic age, when all living things including mankind
could, he imagined, live together happily. However, there might have been among them
some frightful fear of being attacked at any moment by some ferocious beasts. It is
supposed that it was not so happy or blessed as in Eden of Adam and Eve. Today in

Russia, there have emerged a clique of leaders under whose dictatorship the people are




supposed to enjoy Commmunistic freedom. Marx instructs us that, owing to the disap-
pearance of “state and class”, there will be no freedom required in classless society, because
all the citizens have it, and so need not request it. Can it be true? Any dissenters or free
thinhers are in the mercy of the dictators, and may at any time be banished into a con-
centration camp in the far North, or may vanish for ever. The citizen can’t speak of his
mind freely unless he is ready to get a fair trial in the kangarco court.

More’s Utopia has in the story an imaginary island, where politics, laws and social life
are perfect. Iis goods are shared by the community; there is no momey or crime; the
citizens are living a peaceful simple life. FHow is the state of things in Russia today ? Its
Jaws and social life may be perfect in the confined sphere of Communism. No Russian can
go abroad as easily as the citizen in bourgeois society can. Its corrmunity is shut up closely
within iron curtains or bamboo ones. The people are always under strict watch, because
the dictators fear that any different kind of ideology might invade their “holy” Communist
land. The citizen is persuaded from head to foot that human history is that of struggles,
and to win in the battle is the last thing to him.

Might not the conquered races under the vigilance of Russian Communists stand up
against their conguerors?  As that is the case in Czecho-Slovak, would the people in the
conquered land pass the matter of life and death out of consideration, believing that theirs,
as the Saint of Communism prophesies, is the most peaceful Canaan in the world? Marx
argues that bourgeoisie would not make concession in handing over their authority and
wealth; so you should appeal to violence as the best step to Communism; by maling use
of force you could achieve the revolution.  As Confucius says in his “Analects”, violence
leads to violence. However powerful and atrocious the force of G.P. U. (the Russian
Secret Police) may be, who can tell the conguered races might not rise up against their
rulers? Marx convinces us of a new stage of civilization, in which, after the disappearance
of bourgeois society, the Heavenly state of workers will begin. However successfully the
Communist clique of dictatorship can relieve the oppressed, and however finely an Eden
of Communism will be accomplished, dictatorship and its clique may perhaps control the
government.  As a result, the “executive committee of the masses” might at any moment
turn out to be exploiters themselves, In the community of dictatorship the ruling class
might at any time become a kind of bourgeoisie, or rather something of a propertied class,
although the prophet Marx preaches us that there will come out classless society where no
class struggles will ever be fought.

Our system must not be that of dictatorship. Such dictators or authoritarians as
Hitler or Mussolini went their way to destruction. Therefore, not to fall into despotism,
we should maintain our system of democracy, by listening to the opinions of our
opponents, and correcting our defects, and taking responsibility of our doings, and making

compromise between the parties.

END (1970, 2. 10)
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